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His attitude as a supporter of the Republic,
while not preventing him from expressing a desire
for the restoration of the monarchy, did not permit
him to express a too open approval of the violent
methods which young Lacrisse had indicated at
dessert Monsieur de Gromance, who went to balls
given at the Prefecture and was carrying on a
flirtation with Madame Worms-Clavelin, tactfully
remained silent when the young secretary enlarged
upon the necessity of doing for the "sheeny'*
prefect; but it was no breach of good taste on his
part to praise the Prince's letter as it deserved,
and to give them all to understand that he was
ready for any sacrifice to save his country.

Monsieur de Terremondre was no less patriotic
and no less appreciative of Philippe's epistolary
style ; but he was such an enthusiastic collector of
curios and autographs that all he could think of
was how he could get Lacrisse to give him the
Prince's letter, either in exchange for something
else or as a free gift or a so-called loan* By such
methods he had got hold of several letters written
by people mixed up in the Dreyfus affair and
had formed an interesting collection. Now he was
thinking of writing a pamphlet on the Monarchist
Plot and putting in the Prince's letter as the
principal feature. He realized that it would be diffi-
cult to obtain and his mind was full of the matter.